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Bring People Closer to Portuguese Wine, One Private Winemaker at a Time

Bring People Closer to Portuguese Wine, One
Private Winemaker at a Time
Quinta dos Vales is showing the magic of creative development
with its newly launched flagship project, The Winemaker
Experience. Born as an idea in 2017, this project is based on a
simple thought - rather than for the visitors to simply observe
their agricultural activities, why not allow wine-lovers to become
fully immersed in the production of their own wine!
Wine, Food & Drink · 06 Aug · 0 Comments
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A gift for the person who has
everything
That thought has now transformed into a motto: “turning wine-lovers into
wine-makers”, which is exactly what the project entails. That is achieved by
selling each participant a small parcel of vineyard, with the resulting grapes
transformed into a bespoke wine each year. Not only is each production
separate and unique, what sets this project apart is that the participants are
in full control of all production-related decisions for their wine, aided by the
estate’s experienced staff.
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The challenge here lies in sharing as much detailed and technical information
with the participants as possible, but in a way that a non-professional can
understand it, process it and take an informed decision. The project, still
made to be a luxury pastime, transforms something that could feel like work
into an emotional and passion-filled journey for the private winemakers. The
team behind The Winemaker Experience understood that finding this
balance was crucial in the success of the project, which is why they took their
time with fine-tuning all its details. The first harvest to include a private
winemaker was in 2018, but they waited 3 years before actively launching the
marketing campaign of the project, back in November 2020.
Michael Stock, who acts as the contact-person to the private winemakers,
explains: “There was a specific moment when I realized that we were ready
for the next step. This was when I understood that each year our participants
ask less questions, but the questions they do ask are that much more indepth.”

Bring People Closer to Portuguese Wine, One Private Winemaker at a Time

The year 2020 turned out to be a very educational one for the team. Since
none of the private winemakers could be physically present to be hands-on in
the creation of their wine and witness such crucial stages of the process as
the barrel samples being taken or the labeling process, the team decided to
make the year as productive as possible and take on the challenge of making
the project fully remote. Through extensive communication with photos,
videos, emails and WhatsApp, the private winemakers were kept up-to-date
and in control, all from the comfort of their sofas at home. This experience has
resulted in a perfectly developed structure and line of communication with
the participants, making The Winemaker Experience fully viable as a project
that can be enjoyed remotely.
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A good illustration of this success is the story of Brenda & Peter, an
international couple who live in Miami and own a parcel of Touriga Nacional
at Quinta dos Vales. After traveling to 24 wine regions in the world, they
arrived in Portugal and fell in love with its wines, food, people and history.
Brenda & Peter joined The Winemaker Experience in August 2020, and while
their first wine is currently ageing in oak, they are already preparing the
production of their second wine. Both being certified sommeliers and
holding numerous other wine-related certifications, they now also can, and
should, call themselves Algarve winemakers, even though this process has
been handled 100% remotely so far.
All these positive experiences and developments have encouraged the
Quinta dos Vales team to go as far as to make The Winemaker Experience the
core of their business, already doubling the number of participants since the
launch of their marketing campaign.
However, their ambitions are far greater than that, as the goal for the coming
years is to dedicate more and more of their commercially operated vineyards
into private vineyards. In preparation thereof Quinta dos Vales have already
constructed a dedicated cellar for The Winemaker Experience with an
integrated event-section, so that the private winemakers can store, taste and
blend their wines in this rustic cellar separately from the rest of the Quinta
dos Vales wine.
Clearly the future that the team of Quinta dos Vales sees for wine tourism is
not just the combination of agriculture and tourism, but the integration
thereof.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For more details please contact: twe@quintadosvales.pt
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What is expected of a Portuguese winery located in the Algarve?
Vineyards, of course. And Quinta dos Vales, which means the Farm of the Valleys, certainly
doesn't disappoint.
By Roger Greene, In Wine, Business, News 20 Aug

Located on gently undulating hills are vineyards of more than 180,000sqm where grape
varieties unique to Portugal flourish, such as Touriga Nacional, along with international varieties
which have adjusted to the unique climate and soil of the region. Numerous grape varieties,
READ MORE
which include Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Aragonez and Viognier, are...

Algarve’s Quinta dos Vales as a Dream Setting for a Destination Wedding
Couples looking for a dream destination wedding in paradise may have just found the right fit
in the beautiful region of the Algarve.

By Advertiser, In Wine, Algarve, Business, Food & Drink 28 May

With more than 300 days of sunshine a year, the Algarve is home to one of the country’s
leading wineries - Quinta dos Vales. This scenic location is in the process of adding a large
resort to its accommodation situated in the heart of the picturesque vineyards. Quinta dos
READ MORE
Vales will be officially ready to host weddings, and much more starting...

The experience of going from Wine-Lover to Wine-Maker
In 2017 Quinta dos Vales (Lagoa) launched its project The Winemaker Experience, which allows
its participants to authentically produce their own wine.
By Advertiser, In Wine, News, Algarve, Food & Drink 15 Jan

Each Private Wine-Maker owns a parcel of vineyard, and the grapes grown there are
transformed into their own wine under their guidance and instructions. The Quinta dos Vales
team provides all the necessary equipment, the required education and consultancy, but
allows and encourages the Private Wine-Makers to be in charge of their own production. In
READ MORE
this...

Portuguese wine through the ages
Moderate consumption of wine, especially red, helps to prevent heart disease and related
illnesses. These findings by scientists at the end of the 20th century are a poignant reminder of
long-forgotten eras when wine was also recognised for its health benefits.
By Advertiser, In Wine 08 Jan

Some 4,000 years ago, the ‘nectar of the gods’, as it was sometimes called, was an important
part of the daily diet in the Iberian Peninsula, just as it is for many Algarvios today. With
Portugal’sgreat history of trade as a sea-faring nation, it was only natural that there were
READ MORE
multiple sources of inspiration in such an important...

Sharing the winemaking dream
How and why a Berlin-banker decided to turn his love of wine into a lifestyle, and now guides
others down this road
By Advertiser, In Wine 23 Dec

He is locally knownas the founder and manager of Quinta dos Vales, but Karl Stock had a very
different background than many would expect. He was born in the beer-capital of the world,
Bavaria, and his career later took him into the world of banking, real estate development and
READ MORE
oil. Nobody, least of all he himself, would have expected that he would turn out...

Farm-to-table
Why you should pay attention to where your wine comes from
By Advertiser, In Wine 18 Dec

In the age of ever-expanding hyper markets and genetically modified produce there is a
movement growing against this trend, a movement that argues that bigger and easier is not
always better. The Farm-to-Table movement has come on in leaps and bounds in recent years,
READ MORE
for those who aren’t familiar with it, the concept is simple: knowing where your food...

Other Wine Articles
VIEW ALL WINE ARTICLES

Next article
All outdoor shows need tickets
Previous article
Vaccine third dose ruled out
← Return to previous page

Subscribe to
our newsletter

Name
Your name

Email
name@example.com
address

I've read and agree to the Terms and Conditions

In Print - On Line - On Air
Reaching over 400,000 people a week
with news about Portugal, written in
English, Dutch, German, French, Swedish,
Spanish, Italian, Russian, Romanian,
Turkish and Chinese.

Contacts

Supplements

Menu

t. +351 282 341 100
e. info@theportugalnews.com

Home & Finance - Spring
Health & Wellbeing
Home & Finance - Autumn
Educational Supplement
Golf in Portugal teetimes
Advertise
Rural Fire & Protection
Places of Worship

Classifieds
Advertise
Properties
Newsletter
Contacts
Cookie Policy
Terms and Conditions

Rua Municipio de S Domingos
Urb. Lagoa Sol, Lote 3 r/c
8400-415 Lagoa - Portugal

© 2021 The Portugal News - Established 1977
All content and design is copyright Anglopress Lda and The News Group of Newspapers

